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Orchestra.

Reading Miss Mary Marquis
. and Mrs. John Manson

Reading Miss Alice Reed

Orchestra.

PLAY—{ ACTS—2 SCENES

Jed Perkins (Farmer) Frank Morrison
Tom Perkins (Only Son) Clinton Wilson
David Angel (Scheming Neighbor) Thompson Cowden
Gladys Angel (His Daughter) Mabel Wilson
Lem Haskin (Hired Man) Ralph Paulson
Hez. Slocum (Neighbor Always Borrowing). . ..ILee Torney
Mys. Jed Perkins (Jed’s Wife) Mary Mboore
Areminta Perkins (Maiden Lady) Wilhelmina Stewart
Robert Donald (City Boarder) Clark MecCague

Algernon Percival Montgomery (City Boarder Never in
Country) Carl Martin

George Washington Lincoln Jackson (Colored Helper)
Walter Campbell

Nervie Ann Johnston (Servant) Evyln Campbell
Orchestra.
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F. H. Gaige, of Millersville
College, Continues His Se-
ries of Historical Talks at

Ipstitute.
/931
TALK ON GERMAN METHODS

Intimate sidelights on the lives|
of George Washington and Aaron|
Burr were given yesterday by
F. H. Gaige, of the Millersville
State College. Millersville, in two
addresses b: e the Washington
County Teachers Institute. Mr.
Gaige is one of the most popular
instructors who ever appeared be-
fore the local institute, and his/
audience hangs upon his every
word, eager for more. His first ad-
dress was before the History Di-

‘vision in the departmental work

prior to the general session, and
the next was in the main audito-
rium before the entire assembly.
He was followed by Arthur W.|
Evans, another popular instructor,
on “What America Means to Me.”
During the departmental work this|
morning Mr. Evans spoke in the
auditorium on “Germany, Then and
Now.”

During the first address before |
the general session Mr. Gaige told |
the real reason Washington's men
crossed the Delaware and defeated
the Hessians at the Battle of]|
Trenton. December 25. 1776. The |
Hessians were camped nine miles
from the Town of Trenton. It is
a fact not generally known, M.
Gaige said, but Washington crossed
the Delaware first with only nine
men. As they crept closer to the
Hessian camp they heard the
screams and cries of women from
Trenton, who were held in that
camp.

It was dawn, but a terrific snow-
storm was raging. Washington,
when he heard those cries, sent a
man back with word to bring the
troops across. And when those
Colonial soldiers came across the |
Delaware and heard the cries,
nothing could have stopped them.
They swept down upon the Hes-
sians, killed a great number and
took 900 prisoners. And they car-
ried 72 women of Trenton out of|
that camp on stretchers. ‘l

Thirteen years passed, and when '
Washington was on his way to
New York to be inaugurated Presi-
dent of the TUnited States, he
passed through Trenton. The wom- |
en of Trenton had mnot forgotten.|
They staged a big reception for'
him: and as he again crossed the
Delaware River, this time on a|
bridge, 200 women were lined up
on one side of the road, dressed in

?

yellow; and 200 more on theg other
side, dressed in white. A banner
on which was painted, “The de-
fenders of our mothers will pro-
tect the daughters,” appeared fast
ahead -of him. .It was a glorious
reception. and one that the wom-
en of Trenton talked of fo‘a. gen-
eration.

Mr. Galge told of the first elec-
tion, December 9, 1788, when
Washington was opposed by John
Adams. In those days the man re-
ceiving the greatest number of
votes was elected President, and |
the man receiving the next highest
vote became Vice President. Wash-
ington voted for Adams, and it was
two weeks before the result of the
election was known.

When Washington went to visit
his mother at Frederick, Va., with
the news, she was delighted. He
never saw her again, for she died
while he was on his way to New
York to become President. A com-
mittee went to Washington and of- |
fered to make him king, but he re-
fused. It is also a matter of rec-
ord that there were those who con-
sidered making the youngest son
of King George, king of the United
States.

Washington received 69 electoral
votes. Adams received 34, and
thus was elected vice president.
When the result was known, a
man named Brown was sent hur-
riedly to Baintree, Mass., to no-
tify Adams, and another, named
Thompson, was dispatched to
Mount Vernon, Va., to notify Wash-
ington. Both rode on relays of
horses and made record trips. Next |
morning, after Washington receiv-
ed the news, he stiarted for New

York on horseback, accompanied "
by - his - secretary, Tobias Lear,

Thompson, the messenger, and a’
secret service man. This was the |
tirst “presidential party.”

At Alexandria, Va., where they
got their first dinner the landlord
charged them 20 cents each, and
;}:‘ashington told Lear to give him

A rather humorous incident was
related of the reception in Phil-
adelphia. A small boy was posted
above Washington and at just the
right moment was to lower a crown
upon his head. The crown weigh-
ed 16 pounds, and through some
miscalculation or accident, the boy
dropped the crown. It struck
Washington on the head, knocking |
his hat off. One authority states

that Washington swore, and prob- | .. + & S i
ably roundly. - §E§<§§-§€€é&",i’g
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seorge Washington’s Visit =~ |

‘to Uniontown in 1784

Site of Fayette Title &
ence the Occasion

“Stopped Over Night At Log Tavern, Standing On

Trust Building—Pres-
ot Demonstration.

Those who are familiar with thel
rarly history of our couantry are aware.
‘hat Washington was awarded vast
rracts or land west of the Allegheny|
mountains for his military services|
during the French and Indian war.
Much of this land was located on the.
Ohio river between the Great Kana- |
wha and the Monongahela, of which |
fome three thousand acres were lo-|
cated on Miller's run in Washington
county, and to which were added!|
some two thousand acres in Fayecte|

was to meet Mr, Thomas Smith, an
eminent attorney of Carlisle, who was
attending the CcoLLy s of Fayette coun-
o died 1a sessw.;"-z,i uniontowrn “ahd
whom Washington engaged to bring
suits of ejectment in the courts of
Washington county against some six-
teen persons who had made improve-
ments upon his lands.

washington arrived in Uniontown
“about dusk” on the 22nd of Septem-
ber and “put up” at a house of public
entertainment, which was a double

| Washington came to the same conclu-

It may possibly have been here that'
Washington for the first time met |
young Albert Gallatin, or at least it!
was on just such an occasion when
‘Washington was examining hig maps |
:nd . discussing ‘this same subject
when the youthful Gallatin traced his
finger over the map and remarked,
“This is the most feasiole route.” !
VWashington raised his eyes from the
-aan 'and gave Gallatin a most with-

eri_ng look of rebul{e w'l;ich Gallatin
never forgot to his dying day; but
atter mucn discugsion and caiculation

sion, and turning to Gallatin said,
“10u are right, young man.”

From Captain Hanway’s washingron
procezded over the mountains by
what was then known as the New
Road to .—e headwaters of the Yough-
iogheay and Cheat rivers. Here was
a favorite hunting ground for large
game and hither hunters were wout,
to resort in the hunting season. Wil-|
liam McClelland, one of the very early
settlers on York’s run, and who had|
removed to where Fredericktown in

log house and stood on the south side

Washington county is now located,

county by purchase, and which he| ¢ yyest Main street on the lot now| with a party of friends, was at that/

still owned at the time of his death.|
In 1770, before the Reolutionary!
war, Washington, in company withl|

occupied by the Fayette Tiue & Trust!
building, and likely conducted by|
Philip Dilts, as ue was an early pur-|

time on a hunting expedition and had
taken up their abode in a deserted
cabin, from which its occupants had

other interested parties, visited these! !
’ chaser and occupant of this lot. Here|: been irightened by the incursions of
lands, coming out over the old Brad- j, g]g0 met Captain Benjamin Hardln.! the (hdians. In this old cabin waF

dock road, over which he had march-
ed with his little army iu 1754, and|
again to Braddock’s defeat in 1755, |
and returned by the same route.

In the fall of 1784, he again con-

cluded to visit these lands with the . aronongalia county, Virginia, were ' prise and delight, Washington and hi

purpose of disposing of some of them
and also at the same time to locate,
if possible, a highway between the
headwaters of the Potomac and those
of the Ohio to accommodate the great
tide of emigration and traffic that was
already forcing its way over the
mountains. He again traversed the
old Braddock road and arrived at Gil-
bert Simpson’s, in the vicinity of the
present village of Perryopolis, on Sep-
iember 13. Here he visited his mill
ithat had been constructed under the
superintendency of Gilbert Simpson
and set in operation in the spring of
1776, and is still a standing monument
of the enterprise and forethought of |
Washington. Here he met many of |
the inhabitants with whom he had/
business relations and others who had
gathered to show their respect for the
distinguished visitor.

From here he proceeded to Wash-
ington county where he found his
land occupied by settlers who claimed
their tenure by squatters’ rights, and
whom he threatened with writs of |
ejectment unless satisfactory terms|
could be arranged. He had at first
Intended visiting his lands farther
down the Ohio, but upon learning ot
the hostile attitude of the Indians at
that time, he concluded to return by
the way he had come.

He returned as far as Gilbert Simp-
son’s, and here concluded to place his
paggage under the care of Dr. Craik,
who with his son had been Washing-
ton’s traveling companion, and who
had been his bosom friend and physi-
cian for so many years; the doctor!
apd his son rewurning by the new or
1urkey Foot road, a route some twen-
ty miles nearer than by the Brad-
dock road, while Washington, in com-
pany with his nephew, Bushrod
Washington, set out for Uniontown,
then known as Beesontown. Here he

ity to converse

‘it and soon gathered en masse.

a prominent and intelligent resident|
of Springhill township, and also Colo-!
nel Theophilus Phillips from the same |
locality, a gentleman of equal prom-
inence, upon whose farm thé courts |

held before the courts of Fayette

i¢ounty were established. - {1

While lodging at this old log tavern
stand, Washington had the opportuny
with several intelll4
-.nt gentlemen concerning the feasl
hility of connecting the headwaters
of the Potomac with the headwatert
cf the Ohio. ﬁ

Although Washington's arrival 1x
the town was unannounced, the ubil
quitous boys of the village discovered
They
procured thirteen tallow candles
which they lighted and marched anc
countermarched past the old tavern
waving their torches and cheering thé
great General whom they wished tq
honor. i

Having finished his business here
Wash.ngton prepared to leave the
town about noon the day after hisl
arrival. The court extended to him|
an apology through Mr. Smith for not!
having addressed him as his presence|
had not been announced in time torl
the court to have taken some formal
action suitable to the occasion.

His horses being in readiness,|
\.ashington walked quietly ifrom the|
tavern, and with uncovered head he|
galuted the throng that had gather-!
ed to show their respect, and_rpde
off in company with Colonel Phillips,
(aptain Hardin and his nephew, Bush-:
rod Washington, and arrived at tnc_a
home of Colonel Phillips about 31
o'clock in the aftermoon where he|
lodged over night. The following |
morning Colonel Phillips accompanied |
Washington over Cheat river to the|
house of Captain Samuel Hanway, |
who sent for Colonel Zach Morgan, of
..organtown, and others who migh
express their views as to the best and
easiest way of establishing communi- |
cation between the Potomac and tne;
Ohic. |

a weaver's loom which had been lef
by the former occupant of the. cabinm

As night approacned Mr. McClel
land snd his companioas returned td
the cabin for shelter and to their sury

companions in travel drew up to thi
same cabin for shelter for the nigh
as a rain was threatening. 7The hunt-
ers hastily made every provision for
the comfortable entertainment ot
their distinguished guest the circum-
stances would allow. On the seat O
the weaver’s loom was spread a blan-
ket and with his saddle for a pillow,
the General retired for rest, and the
rest of the company, nearly a dozen
in number, were seated on improvised
seats or standing in the cormer. f
In the night the rain fell in torrents:
and the roof, being open in places, al-|
lowed the water to pour upon the!
head and breast of Washington until
he was compelled to leave his place!
on the loom seat and stand or be seat-
ed with the other inmates of the,
cabin. Washington in his journal
mentions the extreme inclemency of
the weather at this part of his jour-
ney. The William McClelland who
was Washington’s host on this occa-
sion was the great-grandfather of Wil-
liam McClelland, the present prothon-
otary of Fayette county. ‘
In 1824, Mr. Freeman Lewis, a noted|
surveyor of Unioniown, was engaged
in assisting the engineers in recon
noitering for a route for the Chesaj
peake and Ohio canal in the vicinit
of the above mentioned cabin. Here
he found a great collection of dee
norns that had been piled up agains
the cabin by hunters, and entere
the building, recalling the scenes tha
had transpired there and the uncom-
fortable pight spent by Washington
and his company on that rainy night.
This old -cabin was at one time tngl
sroperty and perhaps the home oOf:
~harles Friend, one of the ancestors '

»f t¥- pumerous and popular Friendi >

e ilaryland, and stcod mear

Ly

‘he present route
he Baltimore an

of the main line ot
d - Ohio railroad—:

Tnijontown New%—Staqdard.



Washington County Facts

Are Sought
W. Elzaaszm 9

native of the
Bethel district of Washington

County and for many years a
teacher in the Y’ashington County
public schools, but in later years

a teacher in West Virginia, is en-
gaged in preparing early history
of Washington County and the
Tri-State district, hoping to stim-
ulate the study of history in the
schools. Mr. Scott has appealed
to The Observer for some assist-
ance in this work. He says:

“Although I read, studied, and
taught history the greater part of
my life, I have since beginning
this research work been amazed
at the vast amount of the truly
authentic recorded pioneer history
of a most gripping and intensely
interesting character of nearly
every neighborhood throughout
the Tri-State district, but now hid-
den away in large musty volumes
for the most pai‘ inaccessible to
the great majority of those who
would fairly feast on the startling
tales embracing every commend-
able characteristic such as cour-
age, honor, endurance, hardships,
tragedy, and romance of the hardy
pioneers who lived, loved, suffered
and died on the very lands and
places we now inhabit.

“Some missing links on which I
desire information are:

“George Washington left Mingo,
Ohio, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon
of November 20, 1770, and traveled
overland by horseback to Fort Pitt,
Pittsburgh. He said he traveled
10 miles ‘that afternoon and fin-
ished the journey the next day, ar-
riving at Fort Pitt in the afternoon
of November 21. Now the ques-
tions are:

“After crossing the Ohio River
at Mingo what route did Washing-
ton take through what is now the
West Virginia panhandle? Was it
“|along Harmons Creek, Cross Creek,

for History

Buffalo Creek, or another trail in
between these creeks, as for in-
stance out what is now the Wash-
ington Pike through Independence
from Wellsburg?

“Dr. William Joseph Showalter,
in the maps accompanying his
splendid article in the National
Geographic Magazine, shows that
after getting over into Pennsylva-
nia, Washington followed what is
now Robinson’s Run to a point
where it makes a sharp bend to!
flow on into Chartiers Creek. From
this point he journeyed in a direct
route to Fort Pitt.

“Now if he traveled on the di-
rect route as indicated on these
maps he passed through the neigh-
borhoods of what are now Elders-
ville, Burgettstown, Midway, Mec-'
Donald, all in Washington County,
and Noblestown, Oakdale, Car-
negie, in Allegheny County. In that
case his night camp or stopping
place November 20, 1770, would be
some place not far east of Elders-
ville. My own opinion, though only
an opinion as formed from the dif-
ferent sources in this research
work, is that Washington and his
party on that November afternoon
almost 163 years ago, followed
Cross Creek rather closely to its
headwaters and then to Robin-
son’s Run, having camped for the
night somewhere in the vicinity of
what is now Avella or Rea Station,

Washington County. ,

“If a sufficient interest in this
matter be shown by readers either '
addressing your paper or me per-!
sonally, I shall at another time pre- |
sent the second missing link which |
had far-reaching results in the en-:
tire Tri-State district and Ohio !
Valley. !

“I shall appreciate very much :
any information given along this
line.” |

Mr. Scott’s address is 330 Adams
street, Steubenville, Ohio.




PROF. F. H. GAIGE, 67,
WIDELY KNOWN, DIES

LANCASTER. Nov. 23.—({P)—|
Prof. Frederick Hughes Gaige. 67.i|
a member of Millersville State'
Teachers College faculty, died a.t‘l
his home today of coronary throm-
bosis. He was well known through-;
out the state as a public. _sp_eaker,l

Mr. Gaige was scheduled to make
an address on “Unfortunate Char-
acters in History,” before the gen-
eral session; but he made a change
in this and discussed only one of
these unfortunate characters—
Aaron Burr. The subject might
well have been “Why Did Aaron
Burr Shoot Alexander Hamilton?”
as that question had been asked.

Burr’s picturesque, romantic ca-
reer, from his childhood down
through the years until his death
at the age of 82 years, was brought
out in a vivid and intensely inter-
esting manner. The son of the
Rev. Aaron Burr and the grandson
of the Rev. Jonathan Edwards. he
was the most brilliant man who
was ever graduated from Prince-
ton. He passed the entrance ex-
aminations at the age of 11, but
was refused admittance on account
of his youth. Two years later he
demanded that he be admitted and
was accepted at the age of 13,
completing the four-year course in
three years, and graduating with
honors at the age of 16. His rec-
ord at Princeton has never been
equalled.

When the Revolutionary War
broke out he immediately went to
Washington. There was no place
for him in the army, but he re-
fused to be put off, and Washing-
ton commissioned him a colonel
under Benedict Arnold on the fa-

mous campaign against Canada.
His bravery was beyond question,
and after becoming the hero of the
assault on Quebec, when he carried
the wounded Montgomery off the
field amid a rain.of lead, he desert-
ed the command and returned to
Washington with the news that he
had deserted.

He was impulsive, and was the
greatest ladies’ man of his time.
The personal friend of George
Washington, his mind was also the
most brilliant and keenest of that
day, The greatest love of his
life was for his daughter, Theo-
dosia, who was born in 1783, and
'Mr. Gaige pictured her as a won-
derful child and a wonderful wo-
man. Burr worshiped her and she
worshiped him,

In politics he was opposed to
Alexander Hamilton, who fought
him at every turn. When Burr
.ran for the presidency against
| Thomas Jefferson in 1800 each had
37 electoral votes. Finally Hamil-
ton managed to get two away from
Burr, and this elected Jefferson.
This made Burr vice president.

Mr. Gaige stated that if Aaron
Burr had received one more elec-
toral vote he would have gone
down in history as a great man;
and if Alexander Hamilton had
killed Aaron Burr, the latter.would
have gone down as one of the great
characters of history.

Theodosia Burr had married Jo-
seph Alston, of South Carolina. In
1804 Burr was a candidate for gov-
ernor. Hamilton opposed him, and
the campaign was very bitter.
Then one morning Hamilton’s pa-
per came out with the announce-
ment in big headlines that Aaron
Burr had hired Joseph Alston to
marry his daughter to prevent a
scandal. This was not true, for
.Joseph Alston and Theodosia Burr
/had been deeply in love from the
'beginning.

but the latter sent it back by the
messenger unopened. This was
‘repeated several times until finally
‘the messenger was sent with orders
'to wait until Hamilton opened and
read the letter. Hamilton admitted
'that he had feared this. The letter
demanded that he retract the state-
'ment about Burr’s daughter. This
‘Hamilton refused to do, and on the
| morning of July 11, 1804, Burr kill-
ed Hamilton in the most famous
duel in American history.

At Burr’s trial for treason inci-
dent to the so-called Burr conspir-
|acy, he conducted his own defense
at Richmond and was acquitted.
In 1812 his daughter wrpte that her
child had died and she was heart-
broken. Burr wrote to Joseph
Alston asking that he send Mrs.
Alston to him in New' York, for
she needed him. Burr was penni-
less at that time, and did not have
the money to pay her passage; but
Aliston came to the rescue. She
sailed from Charleston on the Pa-
triotic. It was never heard from
again, and was believed to have
either foundered in a ‘storm or
to have been captured by pirates.
And so the sea holds the secret
of the fate of Theodosia Burr. For
11 years Burr walked downsito ‘the
whart in New York each day:look-
ing for the daughter who never
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L. Moser,
Addresses
W. & J. Students—Burr
Was Distinguished Student.

DR. SLEMMONS HONORED:

[
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Pitts-

Aaron Burr, a brilliant scholar
and an outstanding military man
in his day, is “probably the most
tragic figure in history,” Dr. Wal-
ter L. Moser, pastor of the Edge-
wood Presbyterian Church, Pitts-

|
1

'
|
|
i
i

i

burgh, told the student body of
W. & J. College yesterday when
,he spoke on “The Tragedy of
Genius.”

l

Dr. Moser, whose hobby is thei
study of the life of Burr, told of
Burr's scholastic record which
earned him the distinction of being
the highest ranking student who
ever graduated from Princeton
University, his founding of Tam-
many Hall, his popularity as a poli-
tician which caused him to be
twice tied in the vote for the Presi-
dency of the United States, and his
indictment for murder .while Vice
President.

While speaking of Burr’g record,
Dr. Moser digressed a moment to
tell his auditors that research had
shown that the second highest
ranking student ever to graduate
from Princeton was Dr. William E.
Slemmons, professor of Theism at
W. & J. While students and fac-
ulty members applauded, Dr. Slem-
mons twitched nervously in his’
chair and appeared embarrassged :
at the honor accorded him. . |

Burr, a precocious youth, ap-!
plied for admission to Princeton:
when 11 years old and being re-|
jected, applied again when 13 for
admission with advanced standing, |
Dr. Moser said. He graduated with:
highest honorg at the age of 16, he:
added. !

After distinguished service in:
the Revolution which brought him:
in personal contact with George
Washington and Benedict Arnold,
Burr resigned his commission in:
1789 at the age of 23 with the rank:
of Lieutenant Colonel, the speaker|
said.

The- turning point in Burr's ca-
reer. Dr. Moser pointed out, was
his duel with Alexander Hamilton
in 1805, an event considered com-
mon at that time which resulted
in Burr’s indictment for murder in
New York and New Jersey and
which ruined him in the TUnited
States and abroad and consequent-
ly led to the last unfortunate chap-
ters in his life.

" Burr traveled several times
through the territory which is now
Washington and Allegheny coun-
ties, Dr. Moser explained. In 1807,

he stopped in Pittsburgh on his

first trip to New Orleans and on
his second trip, visited Colonel
Morgan and his family near what
is now Morganza. It was Colonel ¢
Morgan, the speaker said, who re-!

ported to Jefferson: that Burr-was|
conspiring an overt act against the|
' United Stateg and which finally re-;
sulted in his trial, and. acquittal,|
before a Federal Court presided:
over by John Marshall.

Concluding, Dr. Moser said that
although Burr was potentially one
of the greatest and ablest men in
the annals of America, he is “prob-
ably the most tragic figure in his-
tory becausé, by a combination. of
political circumstances, he was
forced into a position where his
abilities were misrepresented and
his motives misinterpreted.”

Dr. Ralph Cooper Hutchison. W.
& J. president, at the close of the
address commended to the stu-
dentg an intellectual hobby such!
as Dr. Moser enjoys. i




ROBEATE.LEE
GREAT LEADER
HOLDS SPEMKER

" F. H. Gaige, Millersville State’
College, Delivers Another
Interesting Historical Ad-

dregs
193)
DISPLAYED FINE ABILITY

A glowing, lifelike picture of
. Robert E. Lee as one of the great

military leaders of all time and
one of the bravest captains of the
Nineteenth Century was painted
by F. H. Gaige, of the Millersville
State College, Millersville, in an
address at the morning session of
the Washington County Teachers’
Institute in High School Audi-
torium  yesterday. From the
, time of his first address on Mon-|
day afternoon Mr.  Gaige has been|
.- a great favorite with the teachers;
and his popularity as an instructor
increases with each address. He(
knows his subject and he knows
how to tell it in a manner that
holds the interest of all who hear.
His address yesterday was on
“The Influence of Leadership,”
and with Robert E. Lee as his ex-
ample he pictured the influence of
the leadership of this man upon
thousands He was the idol of
the South, and respected by the
North. In the beginning he drew
a vivid word picture of tho old Lee

| Lee had gone

out at graduation. Robert E.|
entirely through
West Point without a single de-
merit mark against him.

At his graduation he was. pre-
sented with a commission in: the
Scientific Corps at a salary of $2,-

200 a year; and five days later his
mother died. On June 30, 1831, he|
married Martha - Randolph Custis,|
the daughter of George Washing-
ton Park Custis, whose home was
at.what is now the National Ceme-|
tery at Arlington. The speakert
stated that Mrs. Lee always com-!
pared her husband to George|

22,000,000 had a mwilitary popula- |
tion of 7,800,000. The South actunal-|
ly had 900,000 men in the field|
during the war and the North 3,-
1 700,000. At the close of the war
the South mustered out 175,000
men and the North 980,000. Before
the final campaign in Virginia
which ended the war Grant had
124,000 troops while Lee had but
49,000; and when the latter sur-
rendered this had dwindled to 19,
000, ragged, hungry, tired men,
while Grant had 113,000.

In closing he pictured the return
of Lee to his men after Appomat-

Washington, and he pointed out|
that there were no two characters|
in all history more nearly alike.
It was surely a strange twist of
fate that made the Lees spend |
their honeymoon in such happ.ness |
at the old plantation, which, years
later, was to become a last bivouac
ground for thousands of Union
soldiers who died fighting against
this man’s armies.

During the Mexican War Lee
served as chief of General Scott's
staff, and won mention after men-
tion in official reports by his chief
for bravery and military leader-
ship. .

Again a strange twist of fate
placed him in command of the 1,
000 Federal soldiers sent by the
War Department to capture old
John Brown after his raid on Har-
per’s Ferry, October 16, 1859; and
Lee was present when Brown was !
hung at Charles Town a few weeks |
later.

Lee did not want the South to
secede; and the speaker pointed
out that slavery was not an issue
with him, for he had freed his
slaves before this question came
to a head in 1860. )

It is an historical fact that Rob-
ert E. Lee was offered the leader-
ship of the Northern armies by

mansion in Westmoreland County,
Virginia, where the General was
born in 1807, the son of “Light
Horse” Harry Lee, of Revolution-
ary fame and the close friend of
George Washington.

This old mansion, still standing, |
was built by Qooert Henry Lee 200
years ago.’ Mr. Gaige traced
Lee’s parentage, and told how his
father died on the coast of Geor-
gia while returning from the West
Indies, where he spent five years
for his health. The future Gen-
eral was then a small child, and
until he was 16 his education was
gained from his mother. Then he
entered Wakefield Academy, grad-
uating three years later.

The attention of Andrew Jack-|
son was directed to this young|
man. He sent Lee to West Point,

Lincoln on April 18, 1861; and the
night that he paced the floor in
the old mansion house still stand-:
ing at Arlington when he made
his decision, was pictured vividly
by the speaker.

No captain in all history had to
face as many geaerals, Mr. Gaige
pointed out, as he named them in

rapid succession: McClellan,
Pope, Burnside, Hooker and
Meade all went down to defeat be-
fore this great Captain before
Grant assumed supreme command
of the Un!on forces.

In showing the wonderful gener-
alship of Lee, Mr. Gaige pointed out
that the South had 5,500,000 people
with 1,000,000 eligible for military

after a personal interview. He
was graduated fourth in a class
of 56 at that institution. Some-.
thing which the speaker said had |
never happened before and could
never happen again was brought

service, while the North with its

tox, and of how they fairly wor-
'shipped him; of his reception on
the part of both Southern and
Northern soldiers when he rede
into Richmond from Appomattox
on his white horse. It was a vivid,
intensely interesting picture that
Mr. Gaige drew, and one that will
be long remembered by all who
heard him. That it was a success
is shown by the fact that'a small
boy in the audience waited until
Mr. Gaige was leaving and then
edged his way up to him and told/
how much he had liked his address.




” Historic Tilden-Hayes .
Campaign Is Reviewed

A vivid word-picture of the|
Tilden-Hayes campaign for the|
Presidential election in 1876, an
important but little known event |
of American history, was painted |
| g by F. H. Gaige; of the
| Millersville State Teachers College,
| before a large sectional gathering
|of teachers at institute this morn-
'ing. The room of the history di-
(vision was crowded to uapacit}'.i
and teachers were standing in the ¢
hallway. eager to liear this sneak-.
er, who is already quite popu’ar. |
)Jllis subject this morning was |
“The Socialized Influence of FHis- |
tory,” and in this he pointed out
that history is one of the hardest
subjects to teach that we have. He
outlined the various methods ofl

it was simply a discussion until
John Locke worked out a method
lot procedure, in which he worked
lon the plan that the child's mind
was a blank, like a piece of paper.
before teaching was started.
Later an old Moravian teacher in
Pennsylvania pointgd out that a
child’s mind was not a blank. but
it was like a seed. Place an idea
there and it will develop. Mr.

!‘ar more important to get an idea
into a chi'd’s mind than a fact into!
his memory. He pointed out lhaL]

it is an easy matter to get boys |
and girls so interested in history

‘.}llat they will neglect everything
slge.

* As an illustration of how intense-
Iy interesting history can be made
he first asked the question, “Who
elected Rutherford B. Hayes pres-
ident?” And then as he told the
story of that dramatic Presidential
election of 1876 and the subsequent
fight in Congress, every teacher
hung eagerly on each word. That
was one of the most dramatic
stories in all history, for never be-
fore and never since has a Presi-
dent been placed in that office by

teaching from the o!d days when |

|

> |
Gaige stresscd the point that it is ||

|

i

the vote of one man.

At the November election, 1876.
Samuel Tilden, the Democrat, re-
ceived g popular vote of 4.025,000,
and Rutherford B, Hayes, the Re-
publican, 3,975,000. Out of the 369 |
electoral votes this gave Tilden 184
and Hayes 163. It required 185 to
elect. Of the 22 votes that Hayes
needed all were in dispute as fol-
lows: Florida, 5, Louisiana 7, Ore-
gon 6, and South Carolina 4, all
Democratic states. The dispute
was because of other tickets that |
had entered the field due to the
enfranchisement of the Negroes
and the disfranchisement of many |
Southern people. . i

The carpet-bagging and ,other po-
M#ical activities of Grant's:-admins
istration had brought about a con-j
dition in which it was conceded
that the Democrats had their first
chance to elect a president in 20 |
years, Tilden was very popular |
by reason of the manner in which |
he had cleaned up the Tweed ring |
in New York, and had been elect- |
ed governor of that state. Hayes
was selected by the Republicans as
a vote-getter, but he was c!assed :
by Mr. Gaige as One of the “ﬁnest
old ladies in-history,” in which he
wos compared to McKinley and
Harding of later times. .

“If ever a man was elected presi-
dent and cheated out of it, it was
Tiiden,” Mr. Gaige stated, and
then he proceeded to prove his
statement, showing how by the
clcver manipulation of politics the |
Republicans had finally won the
presidency in spite of the fact that
the Democrats had a big majority
in tae house.

When Tilden failed to secure
that one electoral vote necessary .
to make his 185 the election went
before Congress. There were 29?
members in the house. of wiich 21?
were Democrats and 77 Republi-
e¢ans. Samuel Randall was speak-
or The Senate, composed of 74
members, had 50 Republicans and
24 Democrats, with Ferry, of Mich-
igan, a Republican, as speaker.

The constitution provided that in
case of a controversy for the elec-
tion for president Congress shall
open the vote. But the constitu-
vion did not say who was to count
it, and Ferry, Republican, prompt- |
1y said, “I'll count the vote.” And |
he proceeded to count Hayes a3’
clected, ) i

The Housge. Democratic, imme-|
diately rescinded hig action; and |
hen began oune of the most seri-
ous battles in reccrded history. He |
told how for weeks the Nation
hung on the daily reports from
Congress; how, time and again
Hayes was declared elected by the
Republicans when they could turn
the trick and how this was 1m-
mediately rescinded by Congress.
Personal combats in the House
were frequent, and Civil War
threatened the land. Democrats
all over the country were ready
at a moment’s notice to march on
‘Washington with an armed force
and declare Tilden president.
Grant’s threat of using the army
was laughed wt, for the Democrats
had control of the navy, and there
were thousands of Democrats who
had received a superior military'
training during the four years ofi
the Civil War, and they were|
ready to shoulder arms again.
The only thing that held them in
check was Tilden himself. Had
he said the word he could have led
an army of a million men on
Washington, raised over night.

/The greatest excitement spread)
over the Nation. Republicans
poisoned the sheep and stock of
Democrats and burned their barns.i
and on the other hand Democrats
burned a few barns and poisoned’
some stock on tlheir own account.

Congress met on Décember 4,
and fought over the question until
December- 16. Then a caucus was
tried. Both Houses came togeth-
er. The Democrats voted to elect |
Tilden, and the Republicans imme-
diately rescinded the action. It
looked as if only war could settle
it. Christmas came and went
without any definite action. On|
January 7 for the third time the
House elected Tilden and the Re-.
publicans rescinded the action. |

On January 15, both Houses
agreed to refer it to the Supreme
urt, and everybody went home
or the first time since December|
|4. But as soon as they arrived|
| they discovered that the Supreme’
| Court was composed of nine Re-
publicans and two Democrats; and
the next morning all the Demo-
crats were back in Washington.
The action referring the election
to the Supreme Court was Te-
scinded.

Congress met again on January
20 and fought over the matter un-
til February 1. A committee of
15 men was suggested. The House
was to have five men, three Demo-
crats and two Republicans; the
Senate, five men, three Republi-
' cans and two Democrats, and the
Supreme ~ .urt was to have four,
two Democrats and two Republi-
cans. This made an equal division,
seven Democras and seven Repub-
licans. Then came the fight to se-
lect the 15th member. On Febru-
ary 20, the 14 members ratified
the appointment of Davis of Illi-
nois. He had been born in the
South, but came North and remain-
ed true to the Union cause. He
was one of the most peculiar men
in history, for he was mever
known to vote twice the same way.

At that time the Illinois legisla-
ture was deadlocked over the elec- |
tion of Gen. John A. Logan to the
United States Senate. He was.
promised the Republican nomina-
tion for president in 1880 if he
would withdraw, which he did, and
the Legislature elected Davis Unit-
ed States Senator. Then the Demo-
crats in Congress threw him off the
Commission and the battle went
back into the House. |

On February 28, 1877, Congress |
elected Bradley, a Democrat born
in -the North and living a retired
life in Washington, as the 15th
member of the Commission. ‘Then
the battle began. There were 13
Negroes in Congress who could
neather read nor write and a num-
ber of Whites not much better
gualified. The vote was to be
made by the Commission before
Congress in person. Congress
went into session on March 1. The
doors were locked, and not a mem-
ber was allowed out until the mat- |
ter was decided. TFerry, Republi-
can, of Michigan, was in control.
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~ The fighting waged back ana
forth until finally at 4:20 o’clock on
the morning of Maich 4, 1887, Brad- |
|ley cast the deciding vote that |
Lelected Rutherford B. Hayes Presi-
jdent; and then he immediately
;f:dr_n.ed from the three-days’ strain |
and weariness of the battle. Sev-|
en other members of Congress
fainted from weakness.

When the news was told to Sam-
(uel Tilden in his law office in New
ll’ork that morning he simply said:
‘A]thqugh defeat comes doubly
hard in the face of apparent vie- |
tory, I bow to the will of the ma-,
Jority.”  Then he turned to his|
d‘esk and continued with the prac-
tice of law; and so he saved the
Nation from another Civil War, and
proved himself a hero. .

Before the day was over all él‘ec-".
tion bets had beeq. paid, and once
mpre Republicans®and Démocrais
were walking arm fn arm. ' It was |
said in the Britishi House of Com- |
mons that no other nation in the |
world could have passed through |
such an election without civil war. l
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Why and Wherefore

8y CAL HUNTER

(1) Andrew Ralston,: One of Coun-
ty’'s Greatest Men

It is always interesting to con-
sider a community or a region from
the standpoint of the truly great
men or famous women it may have
given the world—great in the ef-
fect their lives ang their work had
in shaping human destiny along
lines that all the world must
recognize as worthy.

What then of Washington Coun-
ty? Is there any man or woman
in whom dwelt such fire of genius
directed towards human uplift,
that all thinking men and women
might unite in saying, ‘“Behold the
man! In him was genius. His
name must live.”

The grain separator, commonly
called the threshing machine, is
certainly one of the world’s most
important inventions. The man in
whose brain that scientific princi-
ple was conceived transformed
threshing from iittle better than a
primitive flailing process, not so
different from that practiced in
0Old Testament times, into 20th
century efficiency. That man was
Andrew Ralston, of West Middle-
town, long dead, and also, almost
forgotten.

Andrew Ralston, a copy of whose
United States patent on the grain
separator is at hand as I write, to
my mind ranks with McCormick,
the inventor of the reaper, ang is
perhaps Washington County’s
greatest gainsung hero. My sugges-
tion is that the Federation of
Women’s Clubs look into this mat-
ter and erect in West Middletown
i a suitable memorial.

Out of Andrew Ralston’s brain
came the fundamental principle
on which the most modern thresh-
ing machines operated today. His
idea spanned the gap from the
time of Abraham to the modern
age. took farming out of the pri-
mordial mists and made it operate
in a modern manner intriguing to
Henry Ford.
tributed the threshing machine to
human progress didn’'t mneed to
make a dollar, he had in truth be-
| stowed millions upon posterity.
|

The man who con-|,
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Why and Wherefore

By CAL HUNTER

(Continued from Saturday)

(2) Andrew Ralston One of Coun-
i . ty's Greatest Men

Patent No. 2467, issued to A.
| Ralston for his grain separator,
on February 2, 1842, was reissued

January 15, 1856, the inventor
having made important improve-
ments upon the original. Inciden-

tal to the fact that Robert B. Mec-
Clure acquired the patent and man-
ufactured the machines in West
Middletown, on what for those
days was considered an extensive
scale, the agricultural invention
became known as the MecClure
thresher.
Earle R. Forrest, in his history
of Washington County, corrects
Crumrine’s assumption that Mr.
Clure began the manufacture of
threshing machines in 1845. The
modern historian says it could
scarcely have been before 1857, for
the reason that the patent on the
invention was reissued to Andrew
Ralston in 1856.
Forrest’s Historyy contains sev-
eral interesting paragraphs rela-
tive to the successful manufacture
of the machines by Robert B. Mec-
Clure. The factory, a large frame
building, stood on the western
edge of town until about 1916,
when it was razed. The Washing-
ton Examiner described one of
these machines which was on ex-
hibit at the. Washington Fair in
1857. Manufacture continued pos-
sibly as late as 1870, or until the
growth of railroads rendered it
scarcely feasible to operate a fac-
tory in a community as remote
from the world as West Middle-
town then was.
The big June frost of 1859 (or
was it ’587?) created difficulties for
Mr. McClure, there being little
grain to thresh. James L. Bell, of
West Middletown, told Earie R.
Forrest that a consignment of

w

Louis that year, " rotted on the
becauss the consignees
s | were too destitute to claim them
and it was not practicable to ship
them back to West Middletown.

Andrew Ralston, the subject of
3| this sketch, was of pioneer stock
t|and was born and reared in the
Mt. Hope district of Independencg
Township. Dates seem unavaila-
ble. but it is known that late in
- life he moved to the Middle West

threshers, shipped by water to St. |

where he died.

| (Continued Tomorrow) i

|
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The bond of friendship that has
endured between the United States
and France for 150 years, and the
reason why this country has not en-
forced the payment of France's
war cebt to this country and the
interest, were all clearly outlined
on Friday by Dr. F. H. Gaige,
Millersville, in the closing address
of the 81st annual Washington
County Teachers’ Institute, in the
High School Auditorium. That
one great bond that has held these
two nations in a firm grip of
friendship since the dark days of

the Levolutionary War can be ex-| be good; but this was evidently

plained in the one word—Lafay-
ette.

There was a touch of sadness in
the closing session Friday, for
this will in all probability be

the last institute ever held in the!
present high school building. The!

new high school, with its big audi-
torium, will be in use before an-
other autumn comes around. But
it is just.one of those changes that
must come with the passing of
time. The first institute was held
in thig building just after its com-
pletion in 1895, when the late
Byron E. Tombaugh was County
Superintendent. Prior to that
time the institute had been held
in the old Town Hall, which stood

then at the corner of Main street!

and West Strawberry avenue, and
also in the Washington and Jeffer-
son College gymnasium.

'Dr. Gaige’s closing address on
Lafayette was. one of the first
word pictures of a national hero
that wag ever presented before the
local institute. In his characteris-
tic style that adds so much to the
interest of his lectures, Dr. Gaige
went back and told of the birth of
the one man who stands next to
" George Washington in the hearts
of the American people. He was
born just outside of Paris, Sep-
tember 6, 1757, of noble parentage.
His family was rich and his father
was commander of the French
army. When only 17 he married
an heiress of 15, who was also rich
in her own right. His parents
were dead, and the two young peo-
ple pooled their interest by plac-
ing their money in a bank. Their
combined income was $23,600 a
year.

After studying at the College of
Louis le Grand in Paris, he entered
the army. Lafayette was a nat-
ural aristocrat, but a typical Dem-
ocrat. The American colonies, then
fighting for their independence,
had sent Silas Dean as their rep-
resentative to Paris. Lafayette
could read and speak English, and
he asked Mr. Dean for literature
on America.

| Washington, but wasg told that he

Then, one night, 18 months after
his marriage, he put out to sea in
a ship that he had fitted up him-
self at his own expense. Urged by
the spirit of youthful adventure
and a love of liberty, he was bound
for America to join the fighting
colonists. A great hue and cry|
was raised and he was finally over-|
taken by a French ship and cap-
tured, for France, at that time
was at peace with England. He
would tave been sent to prison
had Mr. Dean not come to his aid
with a passport dated four or five
days before he had actually sailed.

| night several months later he again

Lafayette, the bad boy, promised
to go back to his young wife and

all on the surface. One stormy

ran away; but this time he had
laid his plans well. He had
secretly equipped a ship and had
everything ready for the great ad-
venture of his life. ‘This time

there must be no mistake, and dar-
ing even the sea to stop him, he
defied it by setting sail in a storm.
This time he was successful, for
he was miles away on his journey
before he was missed—too far for
any French ship to overtake him.

Five weeks later he landed at
Charleston, S. C., and with the!
companions who had gone with|
him on this great adventure, the
young Frenchman set out for Phil-
adelphia, where he heard that
Washington was located with his
army. Arriving he asked. to see

was at a banquet. He went to the
banquet hall, and when told that
Washington could not see him he
said that it was important for he
had come a long distance to see
him.

Word was sent in and Washing-
ton came out. The impulsive
French lad threw his arms around
the commander of the American
forces and kissed him. Then he
said: “I want to fight as a private
in your army, and I want to pay

my own expenses.”

“Why, that is impossible,” re-
plied Washington. “If you enter!
the army we must pay you.”

“If I do not pay my own way my
country will misunderstand.”

And so it was arranged. The
young Frenchman entered the army

under Washington; and thus began
a friendship that endured for their
lives, and is still an enduring bond
of fellowship between these two
nations, after a century and a half.

Lafayette had brought with him
six uniforms to show the American

Colonists what a uniform was like,
but most important he brought 24
Belgian rifles of the latest pattern.

1

Tais was to show them what kind

of ®gung they should have. Imme-
diately he started to drill that
patriotic little army, and in a Te-
-9WBl VIOUM OY)} W[ paMoys pue
markably short time he had welded
it imto a formidable fighting ma-
chm‘ba»'that during the years to
come' taught the British regulars
many a severe lesson. On July 3.1,
1777, a youth of 20, he was commis-
sioned major general and placed in
command of Washington’'s cavalry.

Mr. Gaige described the old
building that was used as a hos-
pital at the Battle of Brandywine,
and - where young Lafayette lay
dangerously wounded by a bullet
through his hip. He lay there for
weeks, but finally recovered, and
was back again in the fighting.

For two long years he followed
the fortunes of the struggling
Colonists under Washington, and
during those two years one of the
most notable friendships that ever
existed between two men develop-
ed. Then Lafayette received a let-
ter from his young wife, begging
him to return. Their child had
died and another babe had been
born after his departure.

‘When he showed Washington the
letter his commander told him to
go back; that America needed him
badly, but that his wife needed him
much more. And so Lafayette re-
turned to his native France. But

'he had trouble in reaching there.

Off the coast of Maine he was
kidnaped by Pirates, and Washing-
ton himself paid the ransom.
When he reached Paris he found
that Benjamin Franklin had been
sent there to represent the Amer-
ican government. There was a de-
cided feeling in favor of the Amer-
ican colonies, and France openly
agreed to give help. Lafayette re-
tirned once more to join Washing-
ton, but this time he came with
six ships, outfitted at his own ex-
pense, and with the consent of the
French king. But most important
of all he brought 6,000 French reg-
ulars under General Rochambeau.
And Dr. Gaige stated that there

. were more French troops at York-
_town than Americans.

His career through the French
Revolution was traced down to the
time he was arrested and thrown
into an Austrian prison, where he
was held four years, or until Au-
gust 25, 1797.

Fifty years passed. Lafayette

‘lost all his money. Then one day

an American in Paris went to visit
him, and Lafayette told him that
he had hoped to see America again
before-he died.

When this man returned to the
States he went to Washington, and
told Henry Clay. The matter was
laid before Congress and President
Monroe was instructed to invite
him to-America as the guest of the
Untied States. When Lafayette
was told of this he said that he
could not come in the ship that
was to be sent for him; that he
would come in a freighter as he be-
lieved that he had the money for
that. A freighter with comfortable
cabins was commissioned and sent
for him, but he did not know until
he landed that he was the guest of
the American people.

CoNT. NEXT PREE
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When he landed in New York in |
August, 1824, the greatest demon-
stration ever accorded any foreign-
er was given him. The whole coun-
try went wild over his return. With
him was his son, George Washing-
ton Lafayette, and another French-

this country held him so close to
its heart.
stage would cost to Uniontown. for
he wanted to visit Albert Gallatin.
That was enough. He was taken
on a grand tour of the entire Na-
tion. He was first taken to Wash-
ington, where Congress voted him
$200,000 and a township of land in
Florida. This saved him from a
pauper’s grave, for he was then
penniless. Everywhere he went he
was given the greatest demonstra-
tion this country ever gave to a
foreigner.

Going down to New Orleans he
came up the Mississippi and Ohio |

rivers to Wheeling, W. Va., where |“

he took the stage over the old Na--
tional pike to Uniontown. (Note. |
Lafayette came through Washing- ,
ton on May 25, 1825, and was given i}
the greatest reception ever given '’
any visitor up to that time). From "
Uniontown he went to Braddock’s |
Field, and then to Pittsburgh. N
His visit to Washington’s tomb
at Mount Vernon was described in I
ried him down the Potomac can- |

a vivid manner. As the boat car-
non were ! ﬂ_red trqtp the shore |

[every half mile to announ
approach.

When he took his son before
Washington’s tomb at Mount Ver
non he placed his arms around his
shoulders and said: “You are

ce his |

man. He had ne i
A0 Dover drsamed thit 5 County’s Greatest Men
|

He asked how much a |
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Wh_y and Wherefore

By CAL HUNTER

(Continued from Yesterday)
(3)—Andrew Ralston One of

One of the greatest names for
God is “Creator.” And by inference
to create, to observe something
{lacking in the procedure of life,
|and to hammer out on the anvn of
lone's soul something new. scme-
thing that adds wonder and ser-
vice to the scheme of things.
| So it is that in stressing the be-
lated honors due Andrew Ralston,
recognition of whom a leading his-
torian s already pointed out as
due aWd titting, this column re-
flects that the spirit of Andrew
Raiston hovers about every thresh-
;ing machine which uses the essen-
tial principle he discovered. He
| was its creator, he gave it Lo the
| world. '
Whilst one major invention was
sufficient to make Mr. Ralston the
fit subject of a monument, his
genius proved itself in other di-
rections, and the United States is-
sued him a patent on an oil burn-
ing lantern. which was manufac-
tured in West Middletown by
James L. Bell, a tinner. Onpe of
these is in the possession of Mr.

It is part of a wonderful collection
of antiques owned by Mr. and Mrs.
Smith.

Narrigan Brothers. of the Mt.
Hope section, still use a sheep
feed rack inventedsby Mr. Ralston,
and say it is the best they have

standing in the presence of the
greatest dead since Jesus Christ.”

Almost a century rolled around,
and thea the great German war
machine started to grind out its old
enemy, France. He’described how
this country entered the war, and
the arrival of the Rainbow Di-
vision under General Pershing. He |
described these as the finest force |

of ﬂghting men that ever went
against an eneniy,

When it arrived in Paris
marched with Pershing out to
grave of Lafayette
1bined forces of all the Paris police
to hold back the French' women
Lho_ wanted to throw themselves

and
the
, it took the com-

on the necks of the
doughboys. The march Axtl:)emt:ﬁg
grave of Lafayette was described
;aqd of the.simple ceremony whex;l
‘t‘he American commander saiq
Lafayette, we are here.”

_— i

January 29, 1935, by his grand-
-l daughter, Jeanetta Lynn:
“I canp just barely remember

ever seen. Evidently Mr. Ra']ston
iused his genius lavishly, as will be
lglimpsed from the following pass-
ages in a letter written from New
! London, Iowa. under the date of

Grandfather, but of course, as long
|as Mother was here T heard more

| or less about him. He was it, as
“|far as Mother was concerned, SO
t loving anq gentle in his disposi-
| tion.
“l can remember seeing numer-
ous drawings of Grandfather’s. As I
remember they were on the whit_e
side of material that was black oil
cloth on one side and white on the

Bell’s niece, Mrs. Isaac B. Smith. |

-

and Wherefore ||

By CAL HUNTER I
(Continued from Yesterday)

' (4) Andrew Ralston One of Coun-,

ty’s Greatest Men {

Of Andrew Ralston, a native of ! |
the Mt. Hope section, Washington :
County, to whom was issued'
Patent No. 2467 under the date of !
February 21, 1842, reissuing it to
him on January 15, 1856, after im-!
provements had been made by him,
his granddaughter, Jeanetta Lynn,
of New London, Iowa, under date
of January 29, 1935, says, in addi-
tion to what was quoted in this
column yesterday:

“The only patents that I know
of were the one for the threshing
machine, and two churns, one a
dog churn and the other a rock-
ing chair churn. Father andMoth-
er once saw a man exhibiting a
dog churn at the Henry County
{Fair which was an infringement
~on Grandfather’'s patent. I think
the man disappeared from the
| grounds soon after being inter-
viewed by my parents, of course
taking the churn with him. The
medal that he received at a Penn-
sylvania fair for the most patented
articles is still in the family.”

A  misconception could have
crept into the Ralston family tradi-
tion as to the actual patenting of
the dog churn and the rocking
chair churn. This matter might
be looked up by our Congressman.

Beyonq dispute, Andrew Ralston
stands in history as the inventor
of the grain sepavator. The mod-
ern thresher is his, for he applied
the fundamental principle effec-
tively. It is unfortunate that, as it

i IA‘Why
L

\
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other. One of these was a con-
2 i trivance for milking a Kicking
cow.”

il (Continued Tomorrow)

1

were by accident, his name was
| not attached to the machine. But
it would be a case of ingratitude
| were the people of Washington
County to deny him, even at this
late date, some fitting memorial, a
permanent tribute to his genius.
It is my opinion that were the
matter of a permanent memorial
to Andrew Ralston broached to
Mr. Henry Ford, who with great|
enthusiasm removed the last of
the old threshers from West Mid-
dletown to Dearborn, Mich.,, hel:
would be only too happy to co-
operate with the Federated Wom-
en’s Clubs, in the erection of a .
permanent memorial to Andrew
Ralston, a constructive genius.




Why and Wherefore
By CAL r:um ER )
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(1) J. R. McNary on First Thresher

One of my goor friends, Joseph
B. McNary, of Burgettstown,
touches up the threshing machine
situation in the following passages
of a letter to the column.

“l do not believe any threshers
were constructed as early as in the
Forties. Of course, “a something”
has to be conceived, and perfected,
before it can be paténted, and I
believe samples of the Rawlston
(correct) ‘“cleaner” may have been
built by the McClure firm as early
as 1855, and surely by 1856.

“My father’s home was on the
line of the Panhandle railroad, one-
half mile east of the Dinsmore tun-
nel, the Francis Mines property,
just west of Burgettstown, in Smith
Township. The first implement in
the nature of a cleaner or grain sep-
arator ever to come into the Town-
ship was onto my father’s property,
near the location of the Francis
-{tipple. on the railroad. It was
brought in for a thresher set.

“This thresher was a McClure-
built machine, and was (in part
at least) owned and operated by
Alexander McConnell, of Hanover
Township. The location was on the
hillside south of the railroad, and
just opposite the mansion home
on the north side of the brook
traversing the valley.

“The rig had pulled in and stop-
ped at the set on the hillside, the
team in front fording the brook, ang
the machine at right angles uphill.
The front team had been detached
and was at one side and the rear
team was still hitched to the outfit.
One of the horses was the most
valuable stallion in the norther sec-
tion of the County. In unloading,
someone threw a canvas in such a
way as to frighten the team, caus-
ing it to run violently down towards
the brook, a distance of 175 feet,
straight for a large sugar maple
tree. The team crashed astride the
sugar maple, and the tongue of the
“outfit” landed squarely in the mid-
dles. crushing the skull of the great
stallion.

(2) J. R. McNary on First Thresher

Joseph R. McNary, whose ac-
quaintance I made at the Burgetts-
town Fair some years ago, has
done the public: and me a real fa-
vor to tell about the first thresher
ever to come into Smith Township,
and how a prize stallion had his
head crushed at the first set. Writ-
ing further he says:

“The advent of this strange in-
vention caused something of a sen-
sation, and many witnessed the ac-
cident to the stallion, including the
writer, who was then a small boy.
The old Panhandle was construct-
ed across the site of the “run-off,”
almost immediately afterward. I
feel certain that there had been
specimens of the McClure machine
built before 1857. It is natural to
suppose there had been in order to
test and improve the invention,

“After considering the matter
over night, and consulting some
data besides, I am convinwed that
the episode of the stallion being

killed occurred in the early Fifties,
probably 1852; and that the Pan-
handle railroad grading began the
next vear.

“] was not close to this thresher,
or old enough to read if I had been.
But the other Middletown machine,
observed after I was nine or ten
years old, had the McClure name
and Rawlston patent painted on it.

“The Great Frost occurred the
night of the 4th and the morning

.of the 5th of June, 1859.”

Mr. McNary spells the name An-
drew Ralston with a “w”’ and in this
he may be correct, although the
name is not so spelled in the pat-
ent. I have recently read that there
never was a Robert Burns, his
name was Robert Burness. So I am
not inclined to overlook the pos-
sibility that Mr. McNary may be
highlv correct in writing of Andrew
Rawlston.

And now, Mr. McNary, the writ-
rer extends you uvvery kind wish.
The next time I am in the vicinity
of Burgettstown you shall have a
call. And do write. If the matter
is of public interest I shall answer
through this column, otherwise by
mail,

By CAL HUNTER

Why and Wherefore

West Middletown
Hail West Middletown,

richest |

. there were not on that high hill

| | dreamg

of all Washington County’s many |
hill communities and delightful |
villages -in historic lore and mel-
low tradition. It was in the ex-'
alted atmosphere of the oldest in-
corporated town in the county that
a highly important station of the
Underground Railway sped the es-
caping Negro slave on his journey
to Canada, and here came immor-
tal John Brown, ostensibly to buy
sheep, but more truly to confer
with local abolitionists.

N also is West Middletown
as the Mme of the Campbells,
Alexanderj, founder ,of the -Chris-
tian Church~and ;ethany College,
and Jane, thi lgading sprit of
Pleasant Hill 3¢minary, which ia
Civil War time \ enrolled pupil} 4
from many States

The first threshipg machine, in-
vented by Robert M¢Clurgy was a
West Middletown preduct, and
three of higrdaughters live in the
old homesgead today. |

West Meiddletown probably gave !
more of . {ts s.ns to Civil War serv-
ice tham' any other community of
its size"in Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania. Biatriotism flared to a white
heat thfsre. and the boys who went

for i¥ they were willing to die:

Btrésets 'to have been hallowed

"1the education of

with the footsteps of John Brown,
off to havé nurtured the founder of
a} great branch of religious faith,

/tural machine, and established
itself as a veritable Sparta for pro-
duction of brave soldiers, West
Middletown drew within its bor-
ders and to its vicinity a high type !
of citizens, families of strong con-
victions, vigorous mentalities and
fundamental culture.

Whilst West Middletown today
is no longer a ncted center for the
things which made it famous in
years gone by, it has made admir-
able progress in creature com-
forts, and has preserved the de-
;lightful flavor of old-time culture.
.In romantic old living rooms or
parlors, of houses indeed now a bit
too close to the splendid ribbon
of concrete which serves as a

main street, one may talk with'
hospitable ard friendly folk. Here!
is a woman artist one has known:
and esteemed for a third of a cen-
tury, and there is a beloved Sun-
‘day School teacher with a gold
| medal from the State of Pennsyl-
ivania for 50 years of devoted
teaching.

. Enféring West Middletown from !
the Buffalo Village side, one has
opened before him, in the vast vale
ley below; a scene of rural and!
pastora) beauty which almost par-'
takes ‘. grandeur. The - breath
comes quicker at the prospect. If’

men and women who had dreamed
amd seen visions, and
wished h Wordsworth that
‘theliwedpyssinight be “joined each
to each by mMatural plety,” then let
Jerusalem itef§lf become merely a
mart of tradey.

The cobblestgne pavements are
history now, anej-«the candle and

the oil lamp have succumbed to
‘the genius of Edison. When
Thompson Hill receives that slated
improvement, the motorist can roll
out of beautiful West Middletown .
on modern roads in any chosen
direction towards neighboring
towns or business centers. Or, if
fancy and romance call, he can
drift down the improved road |
along Buffalo creek towards Beth-
any, observing nature in almost
frontier simplicity. .

Much has gone out of West Mid-
dletown in the sons and daughters
furnished. to the world’s serious
pursuits, but much remains of
worthy tradition, happy homes,|
and a determination on the part’
of the people to maintain a com-
‘munity which will attract the re-
spect and admiration of . all .who.
know it. .

felt .nB sense of futility, they be-:
lieved their cause was noble, and’

A® {f it were not enough for.its.

|

brought into being a school for |+

young women,
given the world a great agricul-

' .

Il



aPEAKER TELLS

UF OBJECTIVES
UF CHOLARGHIP

Interesting Address De'livered
by Willis A. Sutton at After-
noon Session of Teachers’
Institute

13|

ENTERTAINMENT PLEASING

Teachers in session at the eighty-
first annual Washington County
Institute, being held in the audi-
torium of Washington High School,
yesterday afternoon heard an in-
teresting address, “Scholarship as
an Objective In Education,” deliv-
ered by Willls A. Sutton, of Atian-
ta, Ga., former president of the
National Education Association.

The speaker at the morning ses-
sion was F. H. Gaige, of Millers-
ville State Teachers’ College, who
spoke on “The Influence of Leader-
ship.” Mr. Gaige’s addresses have
been a daily feature of the insti-
tute.

Unusually pleasing entertain-
ment was offered the teachers yes-

(rr——

terday, members of the Metropoli-|

tan Concert Company presenting
an entertained yesterday morning
and the Freeman Hammond Play-
ers offering “Laugh That Off,” a
rollicking comedy, during the aft-
ernoon assembly.

Scholarships offer the diligent
student a goal, worthy of attain-
ing, Mr. Sutton stated, and point-
ed out a number of instances
where young men and women have
been able to secure the further
education they desired only
tarough thorough and sincere
study that resuited in receiving of
a scholarship.

The general session of the insti-
tute was opened yesterday by
the Rev. W. P. McConkey, of the!:
Central Presbyterian Church, with|
devotional exercises.

Following this, Christmas carols
were featured by Grover Sims, mu-
sical instructor of the Institute, ac-

CSara Knestrick, a teacher in the
Canton Township Schools. Miss)|
Knestrick, who has been Mr. Sims;
accompanist during the entire insti-|
tute, is well and popularly known
among Washington music lovers.
Arthur W. Evans, educator and
lecturer, of Chicago, Ill,, spoke in
the departmental work in the audi-
torium before the general session
on “Lords of the Land.” In this he
pointed out that man is the only
animal with the capacity to create.
This is shown by the fact that he
has created, for instance, the hoe,
the plow, the tractor and the Ford,
He pictured man as a “laughing
animal,” and he pointed out that
his gift of laughter has probab!y
kept many of us out of the lunatic
asylum during the last year or two.
A sane man knows when to'laug
and just how long to laugh. - ‘
After racking his brain for a
definition of man he told that a
great French scientist had called
him the “cooking animal” for the
reason that he is the only animal
that cooks. Mr. Evans’ definition
was that “man is a learned animal.”
In illustrating this he pointed out
that a spider’s web is always the
same, there is no difference in its
structure down through all the

|

‘| passed the bill.

vears; and a robin’s nest is always

the urge to create and discover.

The national homicide record, the
speaker said, is an international
disgrace. Life is held very cheap
in America, and our civil govern-
ment and murder records are two
outstanding things that need to be
remedied. He expressed great
hope in the country’s future, due
to education.

The general session addresses
of today will be, at the 10 a. m.
meeting, “Unfortunate Characters
of History”’, by F. H. Gaige, and
“What America Means to me”, by
Arthur W. Evans; and in the aft-
ernoon, 1:15, “Character as an Ob-
jective in Education”, by Willis A,
Sutton, and “The Mirths of the Na«

rmanner.

tion”, by Mr. Evans.

now reduced to almost penury and
are obliged to hustle for a living

under the present regime. Many
of the so-called higher class have
been forced to learn some trade by
means of which they are enabled
to subsist. Caste in society has
been practically eliminated. Citi-
zens, in a large way, are living on
a common level This happy
change has come about as one of
the effects of the World War, and
in Germany today a government
very much like that of the U. S.
A, has heen established.

Arthur W. Evans gave a vivid
picf:ure of England under the old
regime of the lords and lahnded pro-
prietors. He told how in his
childhood days he was taught in
the schools how the English flag
flew over the world. Then he
told how in the Boer war it re-

|quired 250,000 British soldiers tg
companied on the plano by Miss | conquer a handful of Boers. Eng-

ignfhhad expeﬁ:ted to end the

ree mouths, bu

36 1 t it took them
He paid a high tribute to David

Lloyd George, telling how he came

up from the common people to be-

come on of England’s greatest

men of his time. George had not|
forgotten how when he was a boy |
he had seen how the landed pro-
prietors rade over the common
people, and he demanded that the |
House of Lords place a heavy tax |

on landed estates. This was re-
fused, and George went back to
the people in another election. He
was supported. Then he went
before the House of Lords again,
and when they found that he had

l

war | |

—_—

the support of the country they
It was the great-!
est achievement in England since
the Bill of Rights had been pass-
ed in 1689.

In his address before a grovp
of teachers at institute prior to the
general session today, Arthur W,
Evans spoke interestingly of the
German people. He compared the
economic practices of the people
of that country with the people of'
this country, showing how, in|

; many ways, the Germans_surpass,
the same. But man has always had T .

not only America, but almést alll
other nations.

The forests of Germany, for ex-|
ample, are being conserved to a!
degree worthy of imitation by any
other nation of earth, he said. Not
even the smallest piece of tim-
ber is allowed to go to waste, but:
is utilized to advantage in some
Vast forests of virgin
timber are carefully preserved,'
and young trees by the thousand, '
are put out in sections not adapt-,
ed to argriculture. In contrast to
this, Mr. Evans said, in Pennsyl-
vania alone there are 30 million
acres of waste land on which
trees should be growing, to re-
place the vast areas that have
been denuded in lumbering opera-
tions.

A revolutionary change has tak-
en place, he stated, in the form of
government east of the Rhine.
Thousands of persons who were

]

sitting in high places under the

-

former system of government, are

ea

—~ e re e
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FINAL SESSION
FINGTITUTE
-~ THI5 MORNING

Annual Gathering of County
Teachers Will Adjourn at
Noon—W. C. E. A, Reports
to Be Heard.

\F. H. GAIGE WILL SPEAK

The 81st Washington County
Teachers’ Institute will be ad-
journed -today at noon, an address
and business and reports of the
Washington County Education As-
sociation to feature the final ses-
sion. ' c o

An . unusually keen interest was
manifest in the institute this year,
the addresses of well known edu-
cators and lecturers proving inter-
esting and informing and revealing
pertinent. facts that were eagerly
absorbed by all teachers. 5
Five points. were outlined as a
character builder by, Willis A. Sut-
ton. of Atlanta, Ga., who spoke
yesterday afternoon on the sub-
'ject “Character as an Object in' Ed-
ucation.” He said first that one
ghould ‘have a job, something to
occupy one's spare time in refer-
ring to school students. He urged
young men and women to ‘“play
for play’s sake.” He told the teach-
ers to have.sympathy with their
pupils and urged them -to know
them and know their impulses.
Lastly, he said that teachers should
know the spiritual side of their
pupils. @

Mr. Sutton spoke of the rapid
and ever: changing of conditions,
the migration from the farm to the
city and stated that crime among
youth 1is' partly a result of being
subject to outside stimulus. a
strong  force that fights against
character. :

“The. Mirths of the Nations” was

thur W. Evans, who poke of the
manner in which history is taught
in various countries and its reac-
tions. The speazker pointed out
‘|how. the coming' of all peoples to
this .nation had given it a broader

scale. .

Rev. Joseph S. Morledge. pastor
of the Third Presbyterian Church,
will be in- charge of devotions to-
day. F. H. Gaige, popular speaker,
of Millersville State Teachers’ Col-
lege, .will.address the institute on

—

the subject of an address by Ar-|:

outlook and put living on a larger.

] “Praetical History.”

Da.S. K. Willicm

 BWARMS OF INSECT FOES ™
“Because of the myriads. of

crawling things,
snakes,
" ants that eat one’s

includin

to sleep in 2 hammock enclose

w:ith a mosquito net—protec-
tion against the blood sucking

vampire bats,”

Dr. Willijams particularly recalls | |
his first sight .of a native fish-

killing expedition. The India
paddled up the river toward
waterfall at midnight,
flaming torches.

large knives. _.-

He learned the next day that
the light of the flares lured the
large kartabash fish to the sor-

face where they could be killed.

His tightest spot, Dr. Williams

says, was in an Indian village o
the Potaro River. An India
woman had

he describes it himself:

“The Indians grouped closely
about were suspicious of me,
and one man, presumably the
woman’s husband, did not take
his eves from me; if the woman

glied I was to be held responsi-
e.

BATTLE FOR LIFE

“For two hours
steadily grew weaker. I literally
Sweat blood. My Negro guide,
Sam Christopher, an experi-
enced jungle explorer, joined
me, and we discussed the situ-
ation. Sam confirmed my worst
fears; the Indians would exact
from us the penalty for the
woman’s dcath.

“.I told Sam to pack our
equipment and be ready to fight.
He smiled sadly and said. ‘They
will butcher us!’ .

“I watched my patient closely
and administered another stim-
ulant.

“Soon her pulse quickened,
and then her eyelids moved.
Sam heated water, and I used
my last bullion cube to make a
hot drink, which the woman was
able to swallow. Within an
hos:r she was out of danger.

“I was so exhausted that 1 |
lay down in a hammock and |
slept for hours. When I awak- |
ened I found spread on the

ground before me a number of
articles, ineluding a jaguar X

her pulse

teoth necklace, two fine bows,
several small nuggets of gold,
and seme nose and lip orna-
_mex_:ts—gifts from the grateful
natives.”
’ Thougp he calls it “green hell”
sz;l Willilams wants to lead an- |
oinher expedition into the jun |
because. as he says: d gles.l

tarantulas and voracious

! clothing
from his body, it is customary

carrying
Then they ap-
peared to hack at the water with

v been bitten by a fer- i
de-lance, most deadly of all South |
American snakes, and out of pity
he gave her an injection of the
serum he carried against the poi-‘
son. But the woman failed for a
time to respond to stimulants. As

g

d
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a

|
n |
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INSTITUTE WS
BUSINESS MEET
DN FINAL DAY,

Teachers Urged to Attend.

. 1
L. W. C. E. A. Meetings—Inde-

pendent Districts Invited to
Join in Institute.

19
ROLL OF DEAD ?S} READ

The business session of the
(Washington County Institute Friday
morning was in charge of H. S.

Kuder of Canonsburg, who urged
all teachers of Washington County
to attend at least one of the two
meetings of the Washington Coun-
«ty Education Association, one to
be held in Canpnsburg on January
11, 1932; the other some time in
‘February at California. During
this period a music drill was con-
ducted by Grover Sims, assisted at
the piano by Miss Helen E. Knes-
trick, who at the close of the sing-

ing period, rendered a piano selec- |

tion, which called forth generous
epplause.

The committee on Necrology re-
ported that during the period since
the institute of 1930 the following
County teachers, most of - whom
taught many years ago, had passed
into the great beyond: J. L. My-
ers, John Knox, Mrs. Margaret
,Williams. Mrs. Lillian Bailey, Mrs.
Alice E. Black, Mrs. M. E. Suther-
land, Mrs. Ida Smith, H. W. Black-
burn, J. Allen Williams, Dr. H.
Bartilson, Emmer B. Enoch, Ell S.
Day, Mrs. Sevilla C. French, Miss
Joan Murphy, Mrs. J. Irwin Knox,

Miss Sadie A. Bebout, Miss Rosan- ||

na Irwin, Sherman Dunn, Jacob
Harshman, Mrs. Elizabeth Leiner,
Mrs. H. M. Curry, Rev. W. B.
Smiley.

The committee was composed of
B. F. Skelton, B. F. Hagar and R.
E. Boyles."

The resolutions committee also
reported, commending the superin-

“Northern winters ‘
b are too ’
\

@29

tendent and his office for the high
character of the program, thank-
ing local school authorities for
courtesies extended, pleading loy-
alty to Dr. Rule as State Superin-
tendent, and endorsing, in prin-
ciple, the ten-year plan. One res-
olution of special interest reads:
“Whereas, The possibilities

commodious surroundings in our
Institute next year, we recommend
that the independent districts of

the County be invited to join this |
The |;
report was given hearty approval. |

body in our annual institute.”

Members of this committee were
H. L. Tennyson, Raymond T. Bar-

ner, William E. Noble and C. H.
Lyon.

|3

are ||
that we shall be housed in more |’



CANONSBURG, Nov. 14.—Valu-
able and rare editions of old books
and papers featured the Book Fair
of the Woman’s Club of Canons-

burg held this afternoon and eve-
ning in the W. C. T. U. Home, West
Pike street. Much interest was
shown and a number of new books.
especially those for children, were
sold.

0. C. George, of Canonsburg, ex-
hibited a Britches’ Bible of 1615.

George Washington’s Journal of
1747-48 was shown by Mrs. D, H.
Fee. It told of his travels and con-
tained drawings he made on sur-
veying trips. George Washington’s
Journal of Accounts with the
United States, June 1775 fo June
1783 proved one of the interesting
exhibits.

Another old volume was Dr.
Watts’ Preface to the Psalms of
David, which was edited by the
Rev. Robert Reid, of Erie, and pub-
lished in 1825.

. natural ability in portraving with
| a camera the scenes df American

Rare Books and Pél;&'ﬁfé
Exhibited at Canonsburg
F98Y——

Maps in Mitchell’s School Atlas, ||
published in 1855. attracted much ||
attention. It was shown by B. E. ||
Neill.

A diary kept by Mrs. Mattie Mec-
Nary Russell, during 1865, was
shown. It contained an account of |
the assassination of President
Lincoln.

Mrs. J. C. Rankin, Canonsburg,
exhibited a copy of the Psalms of
David published in 1814.

A Bible, which was brought to
this country from Jerusalem, was
displayed by Mrs. D. A. Spencer.

Of unusual inte.est locally was
a history of Canonsburg, published
in 1875. One picture was of the
olq fair grounds, locateq in the vi-
cinity of the present Curry Field.

Numerous copies of McGuffey
and Osgood Readers and Cramer's
Pittsburgh Almanacks of 1814-15-
17 were exhibited.

Miss Mary Patterson was chair-
man of the committee in charge ot
the display.

Famous Amerlcan
-Sneaker at W. & J.

02790 ¥ AR

Dr. Wallace Nutting, of Mas
sachusetts, Artist and Au-
thority on Antiques,
Speak Saturday.

HIS CAREER NOTABLE

Dr Wallace Nutting, of Farm-
ingham, Mass., the most beloved of
all American portrayers of old-
fashioned landscapes, old Ameri-
can homes and furniture, will de-
liver the main address at the com-
mencement. exercises of Washing-
ton and Jefferson College Saturday
morning. He offers a unique illus-
tration of what has been done by
men to achieve success and add
beauty to a prosaic world after ill
health has called a halt to their
chosen career.

Born and reared in Maine, he set
the ministry as his goal and achiev-
ed it. He served in churches in
Newark, in St. Paul,
and in Providence.
cal afflictions soon necessitated his
retirement from the ministry. As
a lover of American landscapes
and old American homes and fur-
niture, he turned his interest to

them and developed, at first as a!!

hobby and later as a material con-
tribution to the culture and beau-
ty .of American achievements, his

to |

in Seattle, ||
But his physi-!|

N 1 farms and landscapes.

1
l
(
!
|

illustrated his ideals of old-fash-
ioned scenes of American life.

Later Wallace Nutting began to
color his photographs and develop-
ed this art until today his pictures
literally are on the walls of mil-
lions of American homes.

His study of the interiors and
decorations of old homes has led
to a dozen of these having been
restored<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>