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Preservation Dream 

They started in 1989 with the name AD HOC Committee of Mt. 
Pleasant Township, following with Save Our School Committee, then 
The Cultural and Historic Center of Washington County organization, 
and finally the Mt. Pleasant Township Community Center. They were the 
same small group of people sharing a common goal of preserving the 
Hickory School and making it a community asset. Nearly sixteen years 
later, the dream lives on. 

In January 1990, John McCarty and Bud Allison were appointed 
operating engineers to help plan and coordinate the team of dedicated 
volunteers. The building had no heat or electricity, thus no flowing well 
water ... yet. Little did they realize there were thirty-three broken water 
lines (burst frozen lines) awaiting them that would need immediate 
attention before anything else could begin. There were leaks in the roof 
and the list went on and on. Could this dream really have been a 
nightmare? For lesser people possibly so, but for the founders, the 
alumni, and so many others it became more of a challenge. 

It would require a lot of money coming from many sources and it 
needed to be found "like now". At first the money came from their own 
pockets and later through donations of money and service from others 
providing the capital needed for repair and renovation. At one point they 
needed money to pay a heating gas bill that was as large as the group's 
treasury. Later Alumni money came for windows and many other 
projects, State Grants, Washington Federal Bank Grants, Private 
Foundations, local government assistance, private contributions, and 
the list goes on with others who have helped donate materials/or provide 
labor for the repair and preservation projects. 

Sixteen years later, we now take for granted many of the repairs and 
the preservation projects that have occurred. The building is looking 
better all the time due to the improvements. Each day many people pass 
through the Center's doors to participate in one of a variety of programs 
without realizing that the efforts of a few have made it possible for so 
many. 

Updating the improvements over the past three years (2002-2005) 
shows numerous projects being completed at the Community Center. 
Paving the parking lot was completed and parking lot lighting along with 
updated exterior building lighting has made a huge improvement for 
patrons using the building after dark. 

Recent landscape improvement has made for easier upkeep of the 
grounds along with more "curb appeal". 

Sidewalk and step repairs were made to the front steps, North Side 
walk area, and the steps leading down to the lower level. The restored 
sandstone masonry work is now weathering and blending well with the 
older stones. 



Doors were high on the list of changes including the front entrance, North 
Side entrance, Auditorium fire escape doors, a kitchen door, and the 
North Side stairwell door. New windows were installed in !he kitchen. 
The kitchen windows project reflects the first steps in replacing fifteen 
additional windows on the ground floor. 

A roofing project was completed in the rear of the building above the 
old furnace room. 

The building interior has been the site of major renovation work to the 
kitchen with the removal of several old appliances from school cafeteria 
days. Painting and new kitchen cabinets have helped make the kitchen 
more inviting and pleasant. The All Purpose Room was the site of three 
months work with painting and installation of new sound proofing carpet 
on the ceiling beams. The public has been very receptive of the changes 
to the All Purpose Room which has helped increase rental usage of the 
room. 

Lighting and electrical work has helped make the rental room areas 
more illuminated and tenants more pleased with their space. 

In the past year, the Old School House Players group has 
transformed the school auditorium, with much labor and a lot of OSP 
money, into a "Theater Destination" for Washington County Public 
Theater patrons. Great talent, outstanding productions, and a beautiful 
auditorium have helped attract people to Hickory and the Community 
Center. 

On the planning board are several window projects that need 
• attention like painting exterior window frames. The McCarty Room, a 

small public meeting room, has been identified for upgrading. The need 
for updating lighting fixtures will continue to keep volunteers busy. The 
building is a work in progress with new challenges for the brave at heart. 

The Mt. Pleasant Community Center is the realization of a dream 
come true. May the dream of those "Founders", volunteers and 
supporters continue to live on. 



ROBERT J. 
PHILLIPS 
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From- John McCarty 

To- Ad Hoc Com:mi ttee 

June 6, 1989 

Subject- Hickory Elementary School & meeting of 6-1-89 

Three mebers of our committee met at John Baker's farm: Bud Allison, 
John Baker & myself. Many ideas were discussed and the th ree decided that we 
should contact the school administration requesting permission to schedule 
a community meeting in the school in the near future. June 18th was chosen. 
However, after talking to Hr. Diaz:, he suggested that we set a later date be
cause the administration has a meeting (planning) on the 19th. He thought we 
should make contact wit them at that time. Also, it will be quite sometime 
before any of the supplies and equir,ment co be used in the new facility will be 
moved out to the old building-possibly into August. This is due some delays in 
completion of the new place. 

I will be contacting the administration for approval for an open meet
ing for sometime in July. Hopefully. ve can also get the approval for a tour 
of the building prior to the meeting time. Hr. Diaz is in full agreement with 
this idea. 

Follwing any reply from the administration,1 11 be in touch with you 
in order to set up another meeting of this corrmitttee . 

Cheers! 
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Dr. John F. Manion. Superintendent 
Fort Oierry School District 
I..D.#4, McDonald,Pa. 15057 

Dr, Kanion: 

June 8, 1989 

Our Ad Roe Co11111ittee for Save Our School requeata the uae of the Hicltory 

Elementary School Auditorim1 for the afternoon of July Sth,1989. The purpose 

of thi• requeat is to hold a ptblic OPEN ROUSE aeeti.ng for the citizens of the 

Mt. Pleasant Tvp area 1n order for us to detendne the interest and support ve 

haft in our endeavor to get this building for use as a coa1unity center. 

Ve have contacted Kr. Dia& and aaked his co-operation in oveneeing this 

aeeting u ve vould like to have the residents tour the building prior to the 

&ue'1nees JQeeting. Mr.· Diaz is willing to supervise the tour etc. thus we need 

the appt:ov•l of your adaintatratioa . 

Looking forward to your favorable approval of this reque.at, 1 remain ; 

lteapectfully • 

~m~~ 
John It. McCarty 

for the Ad Hoc Coaait tee 
ll.D.#1 Box 134 
Hicltory,Pa. 15340 



In memOry of 
our volunteers, friends, 

and community neighbors 
who have generously supported 

the preseroation of our 
historic landmark. 

'Thou wilt guide us, 
'Till we reach that blissful shore; 
where the angels wait to join us, 

in that praise for evermore. 
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